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TO JIMMY

AND ALL SMALL BOYS WHO LOVE PETS

All young creatures must have fun,-

That's the way the world is run.

Birds and beasts and girls and boys

All love play and all love toys ;

Romping, running to and fro,

This is how they thrive and grow.

But that fun need never tend

To abuse or to offend.

Puppies like their balls and sticks

Just as well as naughty tricks ;

And your kitten's growing claws

Quite content, will learn your laws.

Happy youngsters all should play,

But they also must obey.

5





PREFACE

Every normal girl or boy at one time or an-

other wants to have and ought to have pets.

Equally certain is it that these animal friends

should not be abused, either from malice or mis-

taken kindness.

In this book are given a few simple rules for

the care of animals which the children them-

selves can carry out. Any more elaborate treat-

ment must be left to the grown-ups. Of course

there are many animals not mentioned here

which may have found their way into some

households, such as toads, snakes, and so forth.

Possibly parents will be grateful for these omis-

sions. Certain other varieties are omitted be-

cause I do not believe in keeping captive those

wild creatures of wood and field which expe-

rience has shown do not thrive well in captivity.

Always remember that an animal has just as

much right to be happy as you.

No boy or girl ought to be allowed to have a

pet if he or she is not willing to give it the intel-

ligent care it needs and is entitled to have.

vii
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DON'TS

Do not keep your pets too warm ;

Frequent hugging does them harm ;

Don't forget to give them drink,—

Water is the best, I think.

Don't neglect them for your play,

Eating time comes every day !

Don't forget the feeding pan

Must be kept quite spick and span.

When to other lands you roam

Don't leave pets to starve at home.

13
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MY DOG

I think my dog's the nicest beast!

He never squabbles in the least,

Nor tells me what I ought to do ;

I love a friend like that, don't you?

He likes the games I choose, the best,

And does not want to stop and rest ;

He runs beside me when I walk,

And never tells me not to talk.

Of course I have to treat him well,

You see he can't complain or tell.

He must be watered too, and fed,

And have a comfortable bed.

But then he is so strong and true!

I love a friend like that, don't you?

1
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DOGS

People like to say, "Be sure to get the kind

of dog I have. They are so nice with children.

But don't on any account get-" well, some peo-

ple say, "don't get collies, they are so treacher-

ous." Others say, "don't get fox terriers, they

are so snappy." Others say, "don't get bull-

dogs, they are always fighting." Or, "don't get

danes, they look so fierce. " Or, "don't get

long-haired dogs, they are so hard to keep

clean. ”

The truth is, every dog, almost, is naturally

good-natured and if brought up with children

will be friendly to them. But every different

kind of dog has been bred for a different pur-

pose, and if you compel him to go against his

inbred instincts and habits, you will have trou-

ble.

For instance, take a collie ; he has always been

a country dog, he wants to roam and take long

runs, he likes cold weather, and must not be over-

fed. If you shut him up in a warm city house,

or worse still, in a city apartment, the chances

are he will become bad-tempered and treacher-

ous.

Take a fox terrier ; he is high strung and nerv-

ous, and should be out of doors. If you play
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with him all the time in the house, he is likely

to grow snappy.

A bulldog has been trained for generations

to fight-he will fight anything-but he is very

gentle with his friends.

As a general rule it is foolish to try to keep

any large dog in the city. No dog will be very

happy in an apartment, except a toy dog, and

an unhappy dog is apt to be cross.

The best dog for the city is a city-bred dog,

and often the most faithful and intelligent pet

will be a little "yaller" dog from the street.

And he will surely be the most contented in a

city home.

The more highly bred a dog is, the easier is he

to spoil, and the more delicate will he be.

If you live in the country you have more

choice. A great dane, collie, a setter, each is

satisfactory in his own way. A poodle is sure

to be intelligent, and a spaniel affectionate.

The terrier family are delightful compan-

ions.

It is better to begin with a young dog, for an

older dog finds it hard to get used to a young

master. There is nothing so jolly as an awk-

ward, long-leggèd puppy dog, who follows you

around and gallops about, trying at one and the

same time to tear your rubbers and lick your
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face. But he is almost as difficult to raise as

a baby, unless he is properly cared for.

To begin with he should sleep in his own house

out of doors, after he is three months old, ex-

cept in the coldest weather. In warm weather

he should sleep out from the beginning. His

house should be big enough for him to stretch

out in, but not so big that he cannot keep it

warm. It must be air-proof and water-proof,

except for the front door.

His bed should be straw or excelsior, so that

every week it may be thrown away or burned,

and new bedding put in.

If for any reason he must sleep indoors, you

should give him a comfortable bed in a good cor-

ner, where there are no drafts. A packing box

with excelsior in it makes the best bed if he sleeps

in the cellar. Upstairs an old washable rug or

carpet will do. Keep it always in the same

place so that your dog may feel at home and not

wander restlessly about.

A young puppy should be left as long as pos-

sible with his mother. His mother feeds him

better than you can when he is young, and starts

his training. Also it is better for the mother.

If the mother should die, however, leaving him

very young, you must begin with warm milk

with a little water in it, and you will have to feed
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him with a spoon, or medicine dropper. He will

require food very often, six or seven times a day.

But as soon as he is old enough to leave his

mother, at six or eight weeks, he can have other

food and more at a time. He can then do with

four meals. The food should be simple ; stale

bread and milk diluted with a little water (sour

milk is good) , meat broths mixed with stale

bread; well-cooked cereals (no corn meal at

first) , plenty of bones to chew on but very little

meat. Do not let him have chicken bones or fish

bones. They splinter and are likely to stick in

his throat. Once in a while you can give him

dog biscuit broken into water or milk, or dry,

to chew on.

He should have his own dishes which must be

washed after each meal and kept very clean.

They should not be of tin. Do not leave a dish

with food standing in it unless it may be the last

meal that he has as he goes to bed. If he does

not empty his dish, it is because he does not want

any more food, and he should not be allowed to

come back and nibble later. It is not good for

a dog, even if he is young, to be eating all the

time, and old food is apt to get sour. But give

him enough to satisfy his hunger of the moment.

Never feed a dog from your own plate or in

the dining-room. A pet who is always begging
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for food from the table quickly becomes an un-

welcome member of the family.

When your puppy is four months old, three

meals a day are enough and at a year two will

be plenty. A full-grown dog is often better off

with only one meal. This can be given early in

the afternoon or at night, but be sure that he

gets all he will eat at that time. The food should

be the same as for the puppy, with some addi-

tions. Meat four times a week while he is

growing, is a good rule, except in summer, when

less will do. The quantity of all his food should

be cut down in summer. He will like scraps

from the table ; potatoes, fish from which the

bones have been carefully taken, vegetables , stale

bread, dish gravy, meat broths, milk and bones ;

bones as often as possible ; any bones except

chicken or fish. The butcher will always give

you bones if you ask him. Once every two

weeks give him some cooked liver or kidney. It

is good for his digestion and is also a great treat

to him.

Give your pet variety ; cereal and meat broth

for one meal, bread and milk for one meal, meat

and scraps for one meal and so forth. Do not

ever give him rich food or sweets, or food cooked

with much butter or seasoning. Keep a covered

dish handy where the cook can put scraps from
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the table, and meat trimmings, etc., that would

be suitable for him. You will find it a great

help in providing for an ever ready appetite.

But of course what appeals to the taste of one

dog may not to another ; remember that animals

differ in their idea of what tastes good as much

as boys and girls. Study the individual taste

of your animal and try to give him what he

likes, if it is good for him and convenient to get.

Be sure that there is a clean pan with fresh

drinking water in it where he can reach it.

Puppies and dogs need plenty of water to drink,

in winter as well as summer. The drinking pan

should not be used for food, and should not be of

tin.

Try and keep your dog away from garbage

pails and beg the cook not to feed him between

meals. A dog takes much longer to digest his

food than we do and is even more easily upset.

Do not let your dog get too fat. A dog whose

ribs cannot easily be felt is too fat and not apt

to be healthy. He is likely to get cross and

snappy, and his skin and coat are effected . This

is not true of puppies under six months. They

ought to be more or less roly-poly.

You must train your dog from the first day

you get him, to obey you. A puppy has to have

many whippings, sometimes, before he learns
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Don't ever

obedience, but he must be taught. Have a regu-

lar dog whip for punishing him.

kick him or hit him with your fist. Be nice to

him and pat him when he obeys promptly, and

reward him with little scraps of food while he is

learning ; sometimes rewards do more good than

punishments. Do not allowyour dog to get into

the habit of barking at every person or wagon

that passes or comes to the house and do not al-

low him to jump upon people. A dog should be

taught to " heel," to come when called, and to

lead. That is, to walk beside you on a chain or

leash without tugging, and to follow at your

heels. He should always come when you whistle

or call his name. Do not let him get into the

habit of chasing chickens or cats or rabbits . He

will be just as happy running after a ball or

stick and he will be a much nicer neighbor.

Teach him as many tricks as you like but do not

neglect his manners and morals ! Do not let him

scratch or clean himself in the parlor-that is

not any nicer in a dog than it would be in your-

self. It is also not nice to allow your dog to lick

your face ; a dog's tongue goes in very dirty

places, and often carries disease.

Of course every puppy must be "house

broken." It is far easier to do this if the pup

has been left a long time with his mother. Any
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well-bred mother dog or cat will save you lots of

trouble by beginning to train her young, if she

is given the chance. Begin early with your

puppy, let him out of the house at frequent in-

tervals, or whenever he seems uneasy. Punish

him with a whipping if he makes a mess in the

house and stick his nose into it. He will learn

quickly if you are strict. Remember, however,

that if little puppies are frightened or are play-

ing hard, they are sure to have accidents, with-

out really being much to blame.

A dog must have plenty of outdoor exercise.

Little dogs do not need so much as big dogs, but

for anything bigger than a toy dog, five or six

miles ought to be the daily amount. Very few

dogs would get it if they were dependent on

walks with owners. But running and romping

and playing is just as good. They need plenty

of it, except in hot weather. One of the many

causes of sickness in dogs is too much food and

too little exercise. Lack of cleanliness is the

other most frequent cause of sickness and dis-

comfort.

A dog should be washed once a week in sum-

mer and at least once a month in winter. Use

warm water with plenty of prepared dog soap

and a little disinfectant to kill the fleas, which

all dogs have, and a stiff scrubbing brush.
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Rinse off the soap and rub him well afterwards

and see that he does not catch cold . In winter

he must not go out right after the bath. Long-

haired dogs must be combed and all dogs fre-

quently brushed with a stiff brush. It keeps

their skin and coat in good condition and helps

to discourage the fleas. Fleas are not only un-

pleasant but dangerous. They carry disease

and filth, and not only afflict the dog but are apt

to spread to members of the family.

A sick dog ought to have a doctor, just as

much as a child. No one has a right to keep a

dog and then neglect him. But there are many

small ills which you can learn to recognize and

cure, and some large ills which you can learn to

guard against.

Every dog owner should own a large bottle

of castor oil and a bottle of worm medicine.

People will tell you that all puppies have worms

and almost all have distemper. In the case of

worms it is about true, but distemper is not

necessary, if you are watchful and keep your

dog clean and as free as possible from fleas. If

a pup has bad breath, bad stools, is thin and yet

eats anything he can get hold of, you may be

pretty sure that he has worms. Treat him for

it at once. Directions come on every bottle of

vermifuge.
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If a pup's nose is warm and dry, if he throws

up, or won't eat, or if he is very constipated,

give him a good dose of castor oil-two or three

ounces if he is young, and more if he is full-

grown. If he is still out of condition and if his

eyes water, give some building-up pills or medi-

cine there are a number of good ones on the

market. Often a case of distemper may be

stopped at the beginning by a good tonic. Dis-

temper is distinctly a contagious disease. Your

puppy may get it from other dogs, from fleas, or

in various ways, but may never have it if you

keep him in good condition. Of course if your

dog does not get better in a couple of days you

must call in the dog doctor. It usually takes

two people to give a dog medicine, one to hold

his mouth and one to pour the medicine down

his throat. Castor oil is a good thing to give

a dog with a cold. There is nothing much you

can do besides, except to keep him warm and out

of drafts and give him light food . No sick dog

should be given his usual amount of food or any

meat unless prescribed by the doctor.

If your dog's eye or nose is running you must

wash it carefully with a solution of boracic acid

or some mild cleaning solution that any druggist

will provide. Be sure and burn up the cloth

or absorbent cotton that you have used to wash
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1

with, and clean your hands thoroughly after-

wards. Indeed, when you have been handling

any sick animal you must be very careful to

wash your hands immediately. And do not use

dishes or spoons that will be used by the family

to give your dog medicine.

There is a good deal of nonsense spoken in re-

gard to hydrophobia. Many unfortunate dogs

with worms, or dogs wild with heat or thirst, or

suffering from indigestion have been called

"Mad" in summer. As a matter of fact, the

symptoms of hydrophobia are plain and can be

recognized by anyone who knows much about

dogs, and a dog is just as likely to have it in

winter as summer.

The poor beast begins by feeling miserable

and forlorn-then his back legs weaken, he loses

appetite, but seems crazy with thirst. Then as

the disease advances his muscles contract, espe-

cially in the throat and he can no longer eat or

drink and gradually dies of starvation in con-

vulsions and pain. He will snap and bite when

people interfere with him-and sometimes his

head will be affected so that he goes insane and

tries to bite ; but the idea that a mad dog hates

water and foams at the mouth is not true.

Be kind to your dog and don't forget to give

him what he needs. He is very loving and faith-
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ful to his owners. Be especially kind to a

mother dog who is going to have young ones.

She needs extra care and extra good food-both

then and when the little fellows are born. Baby

animals must not be handled much. Don't

squeeze and fondle all the growth and strength

out of them. Don't tease your dog and make

him cross and snappy and don't take a bone

away from him unless you are very sure of his

good nature. Have some old balls or toys for

your puppy. He is bound to chew something

and it is better to give him things that he will

not hurt. Never go away from the house for

a trip without leaving your dog provided for.

If your home is closed for any reason and you

cannot take your pet away with you, do not leave

him to run about loose and take care of himself.
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WHAT YOUR KITTEN NEEDS

Plenty of heat,

Plenty to eat,

Good milk and cream

But not much meat.

Plenty of fun,

Plenty of run,

Everything clean,

And your work is done.
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CATS AND KITTENS

A furry kitten is one of the pleasantest pets

that a child can have. He is soft and warm and

up to any number of pranks. And even when

he grows up to be a dignified cat, he is a very

comfortable thing to have around.

Of course there are kittens and kittens-

Manx, tiger, angora, maltese, siamese, persian,

coon and just plain cat.

The just plain kitten is the easiest one to bring

up and is generally the most satisfactory. It is

better, however, to get him from a friend rather

than from the street. High-bred kittens, and

kittens from foreign lands are often delicate and

hard to take care of, especially the long-haired

varieties. The gray maltese, however, is a good

kind to get, if you are looking for a well-bred

kitten.

The mother cat usually takes such good care

of her young ones that it is better to leave them

with her until they are about five weeks old .

She teaches them how to clean themselves, and

begins their training in other ways. Three are

as many as she should care for.

But when your kitten is four weeks old you

can try giving him a little warm milk in a saucer.

Sometimes you have to teach him that it tastes
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good by rubbing a little on his nose for him to

lick off. He usually learns quickly. He must

be fed very often at first and be kept very warm.

Make him a nice bed to sleep in. You can use

either a box or a basket and half fill it with ex-

celsior or wheat straw or some other soft mate-

rial. This bedding you must change once a

week and shake up every day. Keep the box or

basket in a place where there are no drafts and

leave the little kitten snugly curled up in it. It

is better not to play much with any young ani-

mal. Kittens and puppies are like babies and

must not be handled.

Until he is four months old he should have a

saucer of slightly warmed milk about six times

a day-put a little cereal in it or broken bread-

but no meat. Be sure, too, that he has a pan

fresh drinking water where he can reach it.

of

Have special dishes for your kitten and keep

them clean. Do not leave food about to get sour

and remember that milk sours more quickly than

anything else, especially in dirty dishes.

As your kitten grows older he should have

fewer meals—until (at one year) , he gets only

two or three. Do not feed him between meals

and never feed him at the table. A grown cat

can have meat occasionally, and scraps from the

table. But do not ever give him food with rich
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sauces and much seasoning-milk and bread or

milk and cereal are the best foundation for a

meal. A cat is also very fond of liver, kidneys

and fish. These are all good for him from time

to time if well cooked. Try giving him a piece

of bacon before his milk as an occasional treat.

He will drink the better for it.

Remember that different cats like different

things just as children do. One thing that a cat

really needs in the city is grass ; you should try

your best to get him some two or three times a

week. It is a good plan to raise a little of your

own in a window box, especially in winter when

it is hard to get in any other way. Your kittens

will gain very much by it.

Never wash your kitten or cat, if you can help

it. He catches cold so easily, and he usually

keeps himself fairly clean. You can help a lit-

tle by brushing and combing, but do not use

water. If he has fleas, some vaseline on a fine

toothed comb, and a thorough combing will often

get rid of them. If the fleas are very obstinate

you will have to use insect powder. Put the

kitten and the powder in a bag and leave his

head out. Hold him in the bag for some time-

fifteen minutes-if you can. When you take

him out brush off the powder carefully. Re-

member that a cat or a kitten will always lick
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himself, and the powder is poison to cats as well

as fleas.

Your kitten must have a box with ashes or

earth in it somewhere near his bed. This box

you should empty every day. If you find he is

not using it and you can catch him in mischief

slide his nose in the mess that he has made,

spank him and set him in the box. He will soon

learn. As he grows older you can let him go

outside instead, especially if you live in the

country. Put him out the first thing in the

morning and the last thing at night and also fre-

quently during the day. Never let your kitten

or cat get into the habit of being dirty.

Do not teach your kitten to play roughly. He

should not be allowed to use his claws. What is

often funny in a kitten is very serious in a grown

cat, so do not let him scratch. He is naturally

playful. So give him things to amuse himself

with or he will destroy your things. A string or ·

a spool is always a good toy.

Do not frighten or tease your kitten so that he

becomes cross and bad-natured. Be gentle but

do not encourage him to sleep on your bed or

your mother's best furniture. His own bed is

the best place, if you do not want him on your

lap and he does not like the rug.

Do not let any of your pets get the habit of
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sleeping or playing in the guest room. Many

people are not used to animals, and do not like

cats.

A sick cat is not easy to care for, and often the

best thing is to let him alone unless he is sick

enough to need a doctor. But there are a few

things you can do. If his stomach is upset, if

he throws up, or won't eat, or has diarrhea,

give him a heaping teaspoonful of castor oil,

and don't feed him for a day. The best time

to give the oil is in the morning, before he has

had breakfast.

Ifyour kitten has very loose movements of the

bowels, do not give him hot food or meat ; boiled

milk, with toast or cereal, is the best thing for

him for a couple of days.

Kittens, like puppies, often have worms.

You can tell about them in the same way, so turn

back to the chapter on puppies. Remember that

doses of medicine for cats must be smaller than

for dogs, and that young animals cannot stand

as much as full grown ones, and that small kinds

of animals cannot stand as large doses as large

animals.

It is worth while to say again here that when

you have handled a sick animal you must wash

your hands thoroughly and at once. Indeed it
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is better to put on an old pair of gloves before

you touch him at all.

Keep the invalid warm and comfortable and

if you have given oil or worm medicine don't

shut him up in the house unless his box of earth

is handy.

If your cat's eye or ear is sore, wash it care-

fully with a mild disinfectant, using a piece of

clean white cloth or cotton, which you should

burn afterwards.

If your cat has cut itself very badly or gotten

hurt in some way, wash the sore place carefully

with a mild disinfectant and bandage it with a

piece of clean linen or surgeon's gauze. If it is

only a little cut, the cat's tongue is the best cure.

A cat with an incurable or lingering disease or

trouble should be mercifully chloroformed.

Always treat a mother cat who is going to

have baby kittens with special kindness and give

her an extra supply of food.

Never leave a cat behind when you are going

away from home without arranging for someone

to care for him and feed him. It is a very cruel

thing to do and no really nice person would do it.
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BUNNIES

Bunnies don't believe in meat,

Vegetables are what they eat.

Carrots, clover, apples, too,

Mr. Bunny likes to chew ;

Oats and lettuce leaves are good ;

Hay for bed as well as food.

Bunny's shy, but friendly quite,

And he can be most polite ;

But he always hates and fears

Folks who lift him by the ears.
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PET RABBITS

Every rabbit should have a house that is

closed at the bottom as well as at the sides-if

not, Mr. Bunny will soon leave home never to

return. He can dig under almost anything and

loves to burrowway down. A large wooden case

makes a nice home, and sawdust or hay or dried

leaves make good bedding. Bunnies like a run,

just as chickens do, but the wire has to go down

more than 18 inches unless the runway has a

wooden floor. The house should have two small

dishes in it, one for food and one for water.

Brown butter crocks are a good size and look

well. Their depth is another good point, for it

prevents the grain from scattering. Mr. Bunny

is untidy in his habits and likes to put his feet

in the food and spill it about.

If you have a pair of bunnies, you must have

a little nest box at the back of the bunny house,

where Mrs. Bunny can bring up any baby bun-

nies that may appear, and you must expect a

large family to take care of for Mrs. Bunny has

a great many babies.

Clean the house thoroughly twice a week and

get new bedding. Do not clean out the nest box

if there are any little bunnies in it until the little

fellows are three weeks old. Bunnies are hardy
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animals but should have a house that is snug and

tight to protect them against rain and winter

cold.

Mr. Bunny likes all sorts of greens to eat and

he nibbles and nibbles at such delicacies as grass

cuttings, clover, dandelion, lettuce, etc. He

should have a small handful of fine mixed grains

once a day. In winter he can have hay, oats,

and corn mixed ; apples, carrots, celery tops, etc.

Turnips and cabbage are not so good for they

make the home quite smelly. Cabbage is very

dangerous for baby bunnies. It often kills

them.

Mr. Rabbit, like other animals, sometimes has

an upset stomach. Stop the green food and feed

him hay and oats till he is better. Weak cold

tea instead of his usual drinking water is a help

too. Once a week put a pinch of salt in his

drinking water. Mr. Rabbit needs a bit of salt.

He is a thirsty beast, and wants plenty of clean

fresh water.

But broken acorns and oak bark! These are

his cake and candy. Keep a jar full of them

for the winter use, put some in the rabbit house

from time to time and watch the joy of Mr.

Rabbit over his sweet-meats.

Never lift a rabbit by his ears. It hurts him
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almost as much as it would you. Lift him by

the skin over the shoulders.

You can train your pet to be perfectly well

behaved in your own home if you want to take

the trouble. He will make friends with the cat

and dog and be as jolly and gentlemanly as pos-

sible.

A white rabbit is the prettiest for a pet, but of

course there are black, brown and gray rabbits

as well. They are all usually very gentle and

kind and they cannot complain when they are

hurt, as Miss Pussy will do, so you must treat

them with the greatest kindness. Some rabbits,

however, will scratch and bite when roughly

handled.

Do not handle the baby rabbits. They are

very delicate and will die very soon unless you

leave them alone. They must be separated from

their father, for Mr. Bunny sometimes eats his

babies.

If you add a new rabbit to your family, give

him a little screened-off place where he can stay

until he and your old pets get used to each other.

Gradually you can let them be together, when

you are around to watch. You can soon tell if

they are going to agree.

at all friendly, it is better to keep them apart.

If they do not seem
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COUSINS

Isn't it funny to think that a mouse

Who lives in the house,

And loves bread and cheese,

Is cousin to squirrels who live on the trees.

Isn't it funny to think that his tail

Is thin as a rail,

Not furry and tall,

Indeed not like fat cousin squirrel at all.

He can't make much noise-just a faint little

squeak,

Nor puff out his cheek

As squirrels can do

When they fill up their mouths and then chat-

ter at you.

But squirrels and Guinea pigs, furry and nice,

And shy little mice,

And bunnies and rats,

Are all of them cousins and all detest cats.
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DICK GUINEA PIG

One guinea pig makes a delightful pet ; unless

you have a great deal of time, room and enthu-

siasm, be content with one. Two mean a rapid

increase in numbers until you find yourself the

owner of a great many more guinea pigs than

you ever dreamed of possessing.

A guinea pig's habits are something like your

old friend the Bunny's. He likes greens, he

likes to eat all the time, he likes water and salt.

But unlike Mr. Rabbit he will not burrow, so

that his cage does not have to be so tight on the

inside. But protect him well from the outside,

for rats love to eat guinea pigs.

A zinc lining to your cage or a very fine mesh

wire will usually be a protection, while several

rat traps in the neighborhood, if you suspect an

enemy, will be a great help.

The male guinea pigs or boars, as they are

called, should have two runs, one for the old and

one for the young, and Miss & Mrs. Guinea Pig

should have another. The babies do not have to

be protected from their parents, usually. Un-

like Mr. Rabbit, Dick Guinea Pig is not a can-

nibal, but a good parent.

Sawdust and earth mixed make a good cover-
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ing for the floor of the houses or hutches, and

this should be swept out once a week. Hay

makes good bedding for Mrs. Dick's nest. I

knew of a Guinea Pig who lived very happily in

a large bird cage. He was allowed to roam on

the kitchen table for a little while every day and

came to his mistress to be fed. Dick is affec-

tionate and much more intelligent than one

thinks. He can only make his feelings known

by squeaks of various kinds, but he has feelings

just the same.

He is very fond of dry bread sopped in milk,

but his food should consist mainly of grain, two-

thirds parts of hay and one-third part of bran.

He also likes barley meal mixed with bran and

warm water and he delights in vegetables, just

as Mr. Rabbit does. Small potatoes, onions,

cabbage leaves, ground acorns, these are all good

for him. It is better to feed him often and small

amounts at a time than to leave his food about

in dishes to get faded, damp or sour.

If he has a warm shelter and hutch, he does

not mind cold weather, especially if you keep a

number of the little fellows together.

He loves to eat snow, but except for that, will

not drink very cold water. Icy water must be

warmed. Some people say that grain soaked in
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water is all the drink necessary for Dick, but

other authorities claim that unless Dick drinks

he will not eat and will therefore starve.

Someone once put Dick's food upon a shelf,

his water on the ground. Dick would take a

drink, then run up on the shelf, take a nibble,

jump down and get more water and then more

food. It must have been an amusing sight.

There should be shelves or two stories to your

guinea pig house, for Dick likes to climb up and

sleep on the shelf. If you leave his food and

drink on the ground floor, it keeps cleaner. A

dish that has edges that turn in is better than

one where the sides go up straight, for Dick likes

to spill his food and get into it, too, just as the

rabbits do. If you have only one, and keep him

in a wire cage, the dishes can be fastened to that.

Indeed this is a good plan for both bunnies and

guinea pigs.

Dick gets ill very quickly and then usually dies.

The best cure is prevention. Give him fresh,

clean food and fresh water ; keep him warm and

free from dampness and the chances are he will

live to be very old indeed . Most guinea pigs

die unnatural deaths so that it is not known how

old they would grow to be.

The smooth variety seems to make the best
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pets, although the long-haired ones are quaint

and intelligent. They are less usual, however,

and harder to care for. They are all bright-

eyed and pretty.
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THE MOUSE FAMILY

There are not many people who realize what

a delightful pet a white rat or white mouse can

be. The little fellows seem to get rid of all their

bad manners with their dark clothes. They are

friendly and gentle and love to be near their

young masters. I knew a white rat who had a

funny house to live in, just as if he were a doll.

It had two floors, stairs, windows and a chimney.

It was made out of two pasteboard boxes,

placed one on top of the other. The rat ran up

the stairs and down again and looked through

the windows and was very happy. This par-

ticular rat was such a pet that he was allowed

to run all over his master's house, but perhaps

your mother would prefer to have Mr. Rat's

house put inside a big cage or run-way. This

would have to be of wire, very closely woven,

for Mr. Rat is very clever about getting out of

places. He can gnaw with his teeth and squeeze

through tiny holes, and run and climb.

Be sure he has plenty of food and plenty of

room. He likes all sorts of things to eat,

crumbs of cake, bread, potatoes, cheese, espe-

cially cheese, and all kinds of grain. He needs

no meat, but should have water to drink.

Mr. Rat really ought to clean himself. He
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takes cold so easily, that it is pretty hard to give

him a bath, but you might have to if he got

into something very dirty. If you do wash him,

use a wet rag and be careful to wrap him up

well and keep him quite warm afterwards.

There should be a pan of dirt, or fine ashes,

or sawdust in his house, which you can empty

from time to time. It is possible to give Mr.

Rat just as good house manners as the pussy

cat. He also should have rags or ravelings or

something soft to make into a nest.

A rat may live a number of years. You can

teach him to know your voice and if you are

gentle with him he will come to you when you

call and take food out of your hand.

Do not handle him any more than is absolutely

necessary. He likes to be petted but not

squeezed. And in this he is like his cousin Mr.

Squirrel.

mao
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SQUIRRELS

Do not try to keep a squirrel in one of those

little revolving cages or any small cage, such as

you sometimes see in stores. He is independent

and likes plenty of room. It is cruel to keep the

wild, bright, little fellows cooped up like dan-

gerous prisoners. If you have not room for a

large cage, do not keep squirrels. Remember

they are used to having all outdoors for a play-

ground.

An old piano box makes a good cage. Of

course you must put wire netting on one side of

it, unless you want the squirrels to roam every-

where. Put an old starch box on its side with

leaves or hay or something soft in it at the back

of the cage. This is for mother squirrel to nest

in and takes the place of a snug squirrel hole.

Put shelves in the cage and fasten a branch of

a tree in the center for the little fellows to play

and climb on.

Clean out the bottom of the cage at least twice

a week, with a broom first and then a damp rag.

Squirrels like nuts for food, but peanuts are

not good for them. In the first place, peanut

shells are so easy to crack that Mr. Squirrel gets

lazy ; and in the second place his teeth get so

long from lack of work that he can hardly eat.
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Hickory nuts are the best ; pecan, walnuts, beech

nuts are good, and acorns. Food from the table

is not good for squirrels. In fact, the more

strict you are with your four-footed friends in

regard to eating, the healthier they will be, which

after all is very much like boys and girls. Put

fresh drinking water where your pets can reach

it. They are often thirsty.

If you live where there are trees, and where

there are no cats, by and by you can let your

squirrels out to live in the trees. They will still

come to you to be fed and to play and be real

friends.

A squirrel's teeth are very sharp ; do not tease

him or try to hold him. He will resent it and

give you a bad bite. But a squirrel will be per-

fectly gentle if you treat him well.
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THE PARROT

You must get your parrot young,

If you want a nimble tongue ;

Older birds won't learn so well

All the things you have to tell.

Patience, kindliness you need,

Quiet voice and quiet deed.

Save him from all drafts and harm,

Feed him well and keep him warm ;

Then you'll have a happy bird,

Saying plainly many a word.
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PARROTS

There are a great many kinds of parrots.

The most important thing to remember when

buying one is that unless the bird is young, he

will not learn to speak well, and sometimes he

will not learn at all. A bird that is already

taught is very expensive and costs anywhere

from fifty dollars to many hundreds.

Get your bird from a good dealer, for many

peddlers sell birds that are absolutely useless

and it is very hard to tell the difference until

later. The Gray African parrots make fine

pets but are not brought to this country as much

as some other kinds. They are very good talk-

ers, affectionate and clever. They are large

and about the same size as the popular double

yellow head parrots from Mexico.

The double yellow head is dark green in color

with bright blue and red feathers on the wing

and tail. On the top of his head is a yellow or

orange spot which grows larger as he grows

old and gradually spreads over the whole head

and neck. He is a very good talker indeed,

and easily tamed. He must not be confused

with the hardy green Panama parrot who

sometimes gets a little yellow spot on his head

as he gets older ; but he has a black beak
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while the Mexican parrots have white feet and

beak.

The Honduras Parrot is more delicate than

the others and therefore not as desirable to get.

The Mexican red head is smaller and a de-

lightful pet. He has a red spot on his head and

sometimes a little blue, but do not confuse him

with the Mexican blue head who seldom if ever

talks.

The Cuban parrots are cheap and popular.

It is best to buy them in the summer when they

are plentiful. In color the Cuban is brilliant.

He has a green body, white forehead and scarlet

throat. His tail feathers are blue, green and

scarlet. He is not as gentle as the Mexican par-

rot but a good talker and hardy.

These are a few of the popular varieties.

Then there is the macaw family. They are

larger than parrots and very gorgeous indeed.

The scarlet macaw is the best talker, and the blue

and yellow come next. The green is the poor-

est.

The Cockatoo family are very handsome, but

are not good talkers. Mr. Cockatoo has a beau-

tiful crest on his head and is a pleasant pet, how-

ever, in spite of his limitations.

There are several small birds belonging to the

big parrot family. The little paroquet or para-
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keet is one ; he is green and small and no talker.

Then there is the tiny Australian shell paro-

quet. They always come in pairs and are often

known as "Love birds." They are bright little

fellows and sing and learn funny tricks, but they

do not talk much.

Have your cage ready before the bird comes,

and be sure that it is large enough. Some peo-

ple keep macaws and large parrots chained on a

perch without a cage. It is most important that

the bird have room enough to move about and

spread his wings.

If the new bird is very young, put corn meal

on the floor of the cage but later grit and gravel

are what he needs and likes. A little dish with

the proper food in it should be fastened to the

bars of the cage. The dishes can be bought

when you buy the cage and should be of glass or

better still of porcelain. The cage is usually of

metal. Do not give your new pet water to drink.

He has come from a distance and the change of

water might disagree with him seriously.

The floor of the cage is removable and should

be raked out every day. Two or three times a

week the cage and perches must be scrubbed.

Do not let the bird fly away while doing this un-

less he has become used to you and to his home.

Start in trying to make friends. Do not
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make quick motions near the cage or poke your

fingers through the bars. A parrot is naturally

scary and disturbed, and if he has been fright-

ened he will be hard to teach. Do not expect

your parrot to speak unless he is taught. After

he has once started he learns rapidly but it takes

considerable time and patience to get him

started. It is cruel and also absolutely useless

to slit the tongue of your parrot to help him to

talk. You must start to teach your parrot by

using simple words and phrases-say " good

morning" every morning when you first see him

and "good night" when you leave him for the

night. Do this day after day and do not expect

results for some time. He will pick up phrases

that he hears when once he has started to talk,

so be careful what you say to him and in what

tone you say it. Children often succeed better

in teaching parrots than grown-ups. But there

is nothing so good as a talking machine or phon-

ograph. The metallic tones are so easy for him

to imitate.

A bird likes to leave his cage occasionally and

have a little freedom. It is seldom wise to give

him an airing out of doors. But you can train

him easily to return to his cage from a flight in-

doors. Begin by letting him out just before

feeding time and coax him back by offering food.
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Baby parrots should be fed on corn meal

mush, seasoned with salt and should eat it

from a spoon. Sometimes it is necessary to

poke it down their throats so that they will

surely have enough to eat. Occasionally you

can give them crackers or toast soaked in coffee,

boiled milk or boiled water. Leave a little dish

with mixed parrot seed where they can pick at

it and as soon as they are old enough to break

this up and feed on it, the soft food should be

stopped. A grown parrot does not need soft

food but is better off without it. Do not give

him sweets, either, or little tidbits from the table.

Sunflower seeds are the principal seeds for par-

rots. You can add to that a bit ofhemp now and

then and padda or unshelled rice, and cracked

corn ; and pilot crackers soaked in coffee, boiled

milk or water. This last should not be given

often. A parrot likes nuts ; peanuts, almonds,

beech nuts and pecans are the favorites. Ripe

apples and bananas are good for your pet three

or four times a week and most kinds of vege-

tables ; carrots, raw or cooked, are very much en-

joyed. Pepper pods are a great delicacy and

you can put a few into the cage from time to

time. A bit of cayenne pepper added to the soft

food will make your pet very happy indeed.

A cracker called Mexican Granwood is sold by
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some dealers and is very good for a change.

You can give it either dry or moistened. Fresh

bread, meat, or greasy foods are bad for your

parrot. But he likes crushed oyster shell, chalk

or plaster and should have some, and a piece of

cuttlefish shell should be placed where he can

peck at it. It sharpens his beak and helps his

digestion. Put a little powdered charcoal with

his food once in a while to tone him up.

Never leave soft food in the cage for any

length of time, as it quickly sours.

Give your parrot all he wants to eat. He

needs a great deal of food and likes to be at it

most of the time. You see he is quite different

from your old friends , the cat and the dog.

He should not have water when he is very

young. He gets all the moisture he needs from

his soft food. Then begin by giving him water

in which a little bit of oatmeal has been cooked.

Cool it of course, but do not give him very cold

water.

When a parrot has come from a distance he

should not have water at first even if he is full

grown. After a couple of weeks you can give

him a teaspoonful of boiled water several times

during the day and if it does not disagree with

him, you can finally give him a little dish of
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plain water to drink from whenever he likes.

Be sure that it is always clean.

Never keep your pet in a damp drafty place.

A parrot loves to be hot. Be sure that his

wooden perch or cage is thoroughly dry after

a washing. Damp feet are as bad for parrots as

for boys and girls.

Give your parrot a bath once in a while with

a small hand spray such as your mother uses

for her flowers. Use warm water with a pinch

of borax in it. And be sure that you give it in

a warm place where Mr. Parrot can get thor-

oughly dry afterwards. Most parrots love it-

but the Mexican parrot prefers a dust bath-so

give him some clean dirt once in a while to roll

in.

It is often colder in the room at night than

in the day time, so cover your cage up at night

when it is cold with a blanket or better still a

piece of white canton flannel. This helps in an-

other way. Any vermin that may be on your

parrots will crawl up on this white flannel in the

night and if you take it off and scald it the first

thing in the morning, you can keep your pet

quite free from pests ; of course this " blanket"

is not necessary in very hot weather, but a par-

rot can stand a great deal of heat. Sometimes
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you can cure a sick parrot by wrapping him in

flannel and putting him in a moderately warm

oven, leaving the door open, of course, for ven-

tilation. But if your bird is properly fed, if

you give him plenty of gravel and keep him

warm and out of drafts, the chances are he will

not get sick at all. If he should catch cold, you

can help him by rubbing a little vaseline or olive

oil on his beak and throat and cleaning his nos-

trils and beak with a feather dipped in salt

water. But above all, keep him warm. If he

has indigestion or serious trouble with his stom-

ach, stop soft foods and vegetables and water

and give only plain, dry food.

A little salt water solution or alum solution

is good for washing your pet's eyes, should he

have trouble with them.

If his feet get dirty they may cause trouble.

Wash the feet carefully if they get sore and put

on a little glycerine and water.

This may come

There is a salty

Sometimes Mr. Parrot will get into the habit

of picking out his own feathers.

from lack of salt in his food.

deposit at the end of the quill of his feathers

which he tries to reach. You must put more

salt in his food.

Or he may have some skin trouble and be try-

ing to scratch himself. Rub a little glycerine
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and water on the itchy places and be more par-

ticular about his food.

Maybe insects are biting him. In that case,

dust with a little insect powder.

When a parrot is moulting, except when the

baby first loses his feathers, he should have

plenty of water, and fresh green food, seasoned

with cayenne pepper.

You see the treatment of a parrot is quite a

good deal like the care of chickens and canary

birds. But his training is different and is very

amusing and interesting.
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CANARIES AND OTHER BIRDS

Canaries are birds and you might think that

they should be treated like parrots, but you

really have to learn a good many new things

when you try to bring up the little singers . Of

course, you keep them in cages, as you do par-

rots, and put them where they will not be in

drafts. They like to be warm, too. But they

are so little that you have to be very careful

about their food.

If you have a wood cage for your pet it should

be of some hard wood. If you have a soft wood

cage, however, it should be painted. The wire

must not be painted, for your bird can pick the

paint off the wire and it poisons him. Bits of

glass kill canaries too, so a glass cage is not a

very good plan, nor are glass dishes as good as

porcelain.

There should be several wooden perches, as in

the cage for Mr. Parrot, and these must be kept

very clean,-indeed you must keep your ca-

nary's house just as clean as your parrot's ! A

canary likes a good deal of water to drink, so

see that there is always clean water in his drink-

ing dish.

The floor of the cage should be covered with
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fine sand. It is better to buy this from some re-

liable dealer. Seashore sand is not good.

Always keep a piece of cuttlefish shell at-

tached to the cage, for Mr. Canary likes this just

as much as Mr. Parrot does.

Do not feed your pet table delicacies, meat or

sugar. He may have lettuce, cabbage, celery,

well-washed water cress, turnip tops, etc., in

summer, and a bit of apple, or a little boiled car-

rot in winter. Stale bread crumbs or cracker

crumbs can be given too. But seeds are the

main thing. He likes them and they like him.

Buy some canary seed of a good dealer. It

should be hard, bright and brownish yellow and

look white and flowery when broken open. Rape

seed is blackish brown with a bright yellow ker-

nel. This can be mixed with the canary seed,

though a little less should be given ; add a few

hemp seed, which are gray-brown outside and

white like a nut inside. They are heating, so

you must put in very few indeed, especially in

summer. But your pet does love them so, that

it is too bad not to give any at all ; and besides

a little warming food is all right. Keep your

seeds where mice cannot get at them. A canary

detests food that mice have touched.

The seed dish must be cleaned every day and

the husks blown away. Always prepare Mr.
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Canary's breakfast at night and have it where

he can get at it the first thing in the morning for

he is a very early riser. I think it must have

been a canary of which Stevenson wrote when

he said:

"A birdie with a yellow bill

Hopped upon my window sill,

Cocked his shining eye and said :

'Ain't you 'shamed, you sleepy-head ?" "

You can make what they call german paste

for your very young birds. Grind up some rape

seed with a rolling pin, blow the chaff away ;

then add some stale bread, and powder the mix-

ture. This can be kept for about a week in a

cold place. When you want to give it to the

youngsters, take a teaspoonful of this powder

and add a little hard boiled egg yolk and a few

drops of water. This is fine for " Infants and

Invalids," but the older birds prefer it dry.

Once in a while you can put into your cage ants '

eggs, small red worms, spiders, etc., but these

must be kept for a treat.

A canary loves to take a bath ; warm the water

for him a little and put his bath tub in his cage

or on a newspaper on the floor with the top of

the cage over it so that your pet will not fly away.
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He will splash and splutter and have a delight-

ful time.

Sometimes a new bird will feel strange in

his house and will not eat. If you can coax

him to take a bath and get interested in clean-

ing and drying his feathers afterwards, he will

almost always forget his troubles and start on

his lunch.

Be sure that every part of the cage is dried

thoroughly after the bath. All birds suffer if

they are kept in a damp cage. Indeed the cage

should be placed in a sunny window if possible

except in very hot weather. But a little shady

spot must be provided. The shadow cast by a

branch or some object hung in the window makes

shade enough.

The best way to cure a sick bird is to keep

him well. If he is always warm enough, clean

enough and fed on proper food and water he will

usually keep well.

To help colds, put a bit of Spanish licorice,

about the size of a pea, into the drinking water,

or some chopped sunflower seeds may be given.

If a canary seems to be drooping and going

into a decline it is usually because he has had im-

proper food. Change his diet and he may get

well.

A bird's claws and beak sometimes grow too
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long and make him very miserable. These

should be trimmed. But it is better to get an

older person to do it. When you have to pick

up a bird be sure that his wings are all inside

your hand, folded against his body. Hold him

firmly but not too tightly.

If your bird is not kept very clean he is sure

to be troubled with vermin. Remember how

you put the white cloth over the parrot's cage ;

you can do the same with your canary. Give the

bird a good bath and scatter anise seed in the

sand on the cage floor.

If your bird loses his appetite at moulting

time, or any other time, there is a strange prepa-

ration that you can give him. Mix together

equal parts of millet, canary, rape, yellow seed

and a little hemp seed and then put with it an

equal amount of cleaned, moistened, garden dirt,

combine it thoroughly, let it dry and then feed

it to the invalid. Moulting time is as trying to

your canary as it was to Mr. Parrot. When he

seems miserable and mopy and his cage is strewn

with tiny feathers, then give him all the tempt-

ing food you can ; hemp seed must be crushed

as he is often too weak to break it.

A rusty nail is a good thing to put in his water

cup and plenty of green food should be given.

If the bird has diarrhea or an upset stomach,
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stop all green food. Scraped chalk will often

help him and the same old rusty nail in his

water; or give him some hard boiled egg.

If your pet breaks his leg, take the perches

out of his cage and put soft flannel on the floor

of the cage. The leg will heal of itself if the

bird is kept quiet.

There are quite a number of other birds that

are sometimes kept in cages, but many of them

ought not to be in prison. The wild birds do

not thrive well in captivity and often die mis-

erably. But a crow, a magpie, or a raven is

a jolly pet to have. He should be fed more va-

rieties of food than his smaller bird cousins, and

indeed treated much like a parrot. Always give

your bird plenty of room in his cage so that he

can get the exercise that he needs.
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THE HEN WHO LAYS YOUR EGGS

If you want your hen to lay

Eggs a-plenty every day,

Keep them in a clean dry place,

With a fine large running space.

Dust baths may seem odd, but then

They are pleasant to a hen ;

Oil is useful, too, I think ;

Water's only good to drink.

Never let her feet get wet,

"Twill be fatal to your pet.

Give her wholesome food to eat,

Grain and crumbs and bits of meat ;

Veg'tables, and bones, ground fine ;

On such foods your hen should dine.

Then upon a nest of hay

Many fresh eggs she will lay.
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CHICKENS

You have often seen little play chickens in

store windows about Easter time, half out of the

eggs ; and play rabbits too. Now rabbits do not

come out of eggs—but real chickens do and they

are pretty and soft from the minute they leave

their egg house. Just suppose someone gave

you some fine young hens and a rooster. You

would be a little disappointed because what you

want is little fluffy chickens. But you must be

patient and not get discouraged. Hens lay eggs,

and eggs may turn out to have chickens in them.

One rooster and eight hens is a very good

number to begin with ; if you buy your poultry,

get the same breed of hens and roosters if you

want good results . White Wyandottes, Rhode

Island Reds, Plymouth Rocks are all good

breeds for general use and pleasure. The

white fellows are pretty to look at and do not

need such a high fence to keep them in, which

is to their credit.

Your eight hens will give you a fair number of

eggs and some of them ought to lay most of the

year, except when they are moulting ; that is , get-

ting their winter coat of feathers ; or when they

are setting ; that is, sitting on a nest full of eggs

to keep them warm so that the little chickens in

the egg houses will grow and grow and grow,
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till they are big enough to pop out and surprise

you.

One of the nicest houses for chickens I ever

knew was under a high piazza, that faced the

south. There was no lattice in front so that the

sun poured in all winter and yet way in the back

there were nice cool places for summer.

Against the house was a hencoop, in fact, sev-

eral, for the different families, with a door that

could be shut to keep the chickens in. In the

hencoops were three little shelves, or roosts, each

a little higher than the other for the hens and

chicks to sit on.

Then there was another house with nests in it

for the setting hens. The nests were of nice soft

hay and arranged in boxes, in dark corners. The

floors of all the coops were of wood covered with

straw which was frequently changed. The

chickens and hens who lived there were allowed

to run about quite freely so that the small en-

closed run for stormy weather and the houses

were only raked out once a week.

If you keep your hens shut in more you will

have to clean house more often. Once a month

the hen coops and house must be cleaned thor-

oughly with kerosene and water.

If you bring new chickens into an old poultry

house and yard, you will have to have the place

very carefully cleaned and the houses white-
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washed. The vermin that live on chickens and

hens can live through winter and summer and

even starve without dying. As soon as the new

hens appear, they are all ready to bite again as

badly as ever. If you bring a new hen or a

rooster in with the ones you have already, she or

he should be well cleaned with disinfectant

under the wings and around the neck. You can-

not have healthy hens and chicks if you do not

keep them free from vermin.

A box filled freshly once or twice a week with

road dust or fine ashes takes the place of a bath

tub, for water on the outside is not good for hens

or chickens. Wet feet is one of the chief causes

of disease. Do not let your poultry out of the

small wire enclosure until the morning dew and

damp is out of the grass and ground. This

small enclosure need not be large but should be

sandy and free from all moisture. I have

known people to keep ten hens in a run 10 ft.

by 15. They were let out only once a day in the

afternoon when they could be watched to keep

them from scratching the garden. But of

course the larger the run, the better for the hens

and chickens.

If you want your hens to lay eggs, and be

friendly and come to you when you call, you

must be gentle with them. Do not chase them or

let your dog or friends chase them.
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If you find a hen sitting on her nest two or

three mornings, she wants to set-that is, she

wants to hatch out a family of chicks from eggs.

This takes about 21 full days. Atthe end of this

time you can listen for the twitter of the babies

and the pecking sound as they try to get out of

the egg shell.

When the little fellows first come out they

must be kept very warm. Put them in a basket

with something soft in it and keep them for

twelve hours near the stove. Then you can shut

them up with their mother in their own home

coops. While the chicks are away take the

mother hen, hold her up by the feet, head down,

and rub olive oil under the wings and around

the neck. Some people advocate dusting with

insect powder instead. The hen cannot keep

those places clean herself and if they are dirty

she will infect her chicks as they nestle under

her wings. The young chicks should be rubbed

two or three times while they are with her. She

usually cares for them about two months, when

they are old enough to care for themselves.

You do not have to feed your chicks the first

day out of the shell. The next day begin with

some fine cracked corn, bread crumbs, hard

boiled eggs, broken up and mixed with the shell.

Have clean water for them to drink and in very

cold weather give it to them warm.
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Drinking water for hens and chickens must be

changed a number of times a day, unless you

have some sort of a fountain. They get it very

dirty.

Chickens after the first few weeks should be

fed three times a day, in the early morning, at

noon, and at four o'clock. The first meal should

not be very hearty. If they get too full then

they will not scratch about and will not get

enough exercise. The last meal should be the

largest.

People have many different ideas as to the

proper food for poultry. All agree that the

mid-day meal should be of table scraps-that is,

bits of beef, bread, green vegetables, potatoes,

with fresh ground bone from time to time. This

bone you can get from your butcher. You can

buy mixed grains prepared especially for chicken

food, and feed it to your hens twice a day. An-

other good chicken food is what is known as

"commercial mash, " which you can buy. This

may be given dry or slightly moistened with

water. "Commercial bone mixture" is often

better than the butcher's ground bone. This

you can also buy, already mixed. Once or twice

a week some raw cabbage to pick to pieces will

please them and a piece of liver tacked on the

hen house is good for them to peck at..

Keep a box with grit in it to serve as teeth
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for your toothless hens. It helps their diges-

tion. Cleanliness and right food are the twe

important things to keep in mind, if you want

healthy pets.

A daily egg hunt must not be forgotten. Look

in the nests and in dark out-of-the-way corners

of the hen houses and hen coops.coops. If you do this

every day there will be no danger of eggs getting

old. An egg that is really bad is easy enough

to tell ; when put into water it will float. But

do not let your eggs stay about long enough to

get old.

If one of your hens or chickens seems sick and

won't eat, take her away from the rest, for fear

she should infect them. Buy condition powder

from your druggist and give her some with her

food. Directions will come on the package.

Give her nourishing food, such as would be good

for any invalid. Sometimes hens and chickens

are sick merely because they have not been kept

clean and are therefore covered with vermin.

You will have to leave treatment to some older

person. This consists in a thorough cleaning

with disinfectant. A chicken may get sick from

overeating, just as you might, and fill his crop

so full that the food stays there and does not

pass into the stomach. The crop becomes very

hard. Sometimes you can relieve this by giv-

ing a teaspoonful of warm lard and by rubbing
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the crop gently, at other times the contents have

to be removed.

The holes in a chicken's beak get stopped up

once in a while and have to be washed clean.

Do this carefully, using a soft cloth and warm

water.

Sick chickens are not easy to care for, so it is

better always to get the help of an older person.



WHEN MOTHER LETS US KEEP PETS 77

FOUR FEET AND TWO FEET

Four feet carry two feet

Swiftly here and there ;

Two feet must give four feet

Quite the best of care.

Four feet sometimes weary

Just as two feet do ;

Four feet are so faithful,

Two feet must be too.
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PONIES

There are many kinds of ponies and most of

them come from Great Britain. The Welsh or

Shetland ponies are usually the favorites.

They are pretty and gentle.

A pony of five or six years is the best to get,

and one that does not have a " hard mouth." A

pony with a hard or calloused mouth does not

feel the bit much and is hard to guide and

stop.

Shetland and Welch ponies are very strong

and used to all sorts of weather, but they must

have comfortable stalls when they come in doors,

or a good shelter from storms in case they are

turned out to pasture. Your pony in his stall

should not face a strong light, and should be able

to lie down if he wants to. A box stall is bet-

ter than an ordinary stall because in this he will

not have to be tied. There should be straw or

tan bark or something of that kind, for bedding.

This must be cleaned and changed often. The

temperature of his stall should be kept at about

60°. His feed box should be where he can reach

it and he should be given plenty of water at the

right times.

When you harness him be sure to tie him se-

curely with a short rope. It is no kindness to
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use a long one as he frequently catches his feet

in it.

When holding a pony or standing with your

pet, either get close to him and hold him tight,

or go at a safe distance ; even a gentle pony may

want to kick a fly, or kick playfully, and is likely

to injure you.

Remember to cover your pony when he is left

standing in the rain or cold and keep a good

blanket for use in the stall in winter. If you

harness your pony to a cart, pull the shafts up

to him, or hold them up while you back him be-

tween them, but do not allow him to back when

the shafts are on the ground. He might stum-

ble over them and hurt himself. If it is very

cold weather it is a good plan to warm the iron

bit in your hands for a few moments before put-

ting it into your pony's mouth. Be sure that

the bit goes over his tongue. Hold the reins or

fasten them while your pony is standing. Never

let them fall or become tangled. Be gentle and

friendly when you are harnessing him or tying

him and talk to him often so that he will know

your voice.

Do not use a whip unless absolutely necessary.

Some ponies are very lazy and you may have to

encourage them with flick of a whip, but it is a

pity to have a pony that won't go unless you
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whip him. It is well to have a whip with you,

however. There might come a moment when

you would want it and want it right away.

Do not try to make your pony go by jerking

on the reins and on his mouth. You do not want

to cut your pony's mouth nor do you want to

harden it by constant pulling. But hold your

reins so that the pony can feel a guiding hand

at your end of the line.end of the line. He will travel the bet-

ter for it.

When you are driving or riding keep your.eye

on the pony and your attention on what you are

doing. Even the best of ponies will sometimes

shy at an auto, or a bit of paper or a shadow, you

never can tell which. If your pony should run

away, try to keep cool and guide him. As a rule

it is better to stick to him rather than to jump.

Make him go up a hill if possible. Talk to him

but do not shout at him. He will only become

more terrified by screams. Be sure that no

pieces of harness are loose to frighten or bother

him, when you start out. Ponies are high

strung and nervous as a rule and little things

bother them.

If
you

have to drive across a car track, be sure

the wheels go over at right angles so that they

will not catch in the rail, and always stop and
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listen and look before you go over a railroad

track.

Do not buy a pony with a docked tail, if you

can help it. In the first place docking is a very

painful operation and in the second place a

docked pony cannot swish off the flies in summer.

Many ponies have to have a low check rein to

keep them from putting their heads between

their legs and lifting their hind feet playfully in

the air-also to keep them from bolting or run-

ning away; but a high check rein is never neces-

sary and is cruel. Do not make your poor pony

hold his head back in a cramped and painful po-

sition. He wants to move his head just as much

as you do. When your pony is pulling a heavy

weight up hill, or when he is drinking, loose his

check rein altogether.

A pony's harness and saddle should fit him.

Do not think that the harness of some old-time

favorite will necessarily fit your new pet, any

more than your cousin's clothes will fit you.

The collar, the bit, the saddle, all must be fitted

to your pony by a competent harnessmaker or

things will go wrong.

Sore mouths, sore back, sore necks, come from

badly fitting harness. They are harder to heal

than to prevent.

A pony eats and drinks almost as much as a
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horse. When you water your pet see that the

water is fresh and has not stood in the stable to

get smelly and stagnant. If your pony is very

hot from exercise let him drink a very little.

When he is cool again he can have more. A

pony will drink about six gallons in cool weather,

it is said, that is about 24 quarts. He should be

watered half an hour before or half an hour

after feeding. It is good to give him a little

drink before you take him out, but only a little,

say a quart.

Ponies, as well as other animals, like salt. A

big piece of rock salt put where he can reach it

and lick it will be greatly enjoyed by your pet.

Some ponies like sugar or an apple as an occa-

sional treat. All ponies like to be turned out

to grass once in a while. What a pleasure it is

to see them run about and roll over and kick up

their heels. The green food is good for them,

too, but feed them before turning them loose or

they will eat too much of the new food. Oats

and hay are the two important items in a pony's

diet.

A pony doing a moderate amount of work can

usually eat six to eight quarts of oats mixed with

a quantity of cut hay a day. Do not let your pet

get fat, however. He is likely to get sick and

lazy if he eats more than he needs to keep him



WHEN MOTHER LETS US KEEP PETS 83

in good condition. Once a week he likes a

"bran mash," that is bran and scalded oats

mixed together and given warm.

There are various other grains and raw vege-

tables and roots that can be given to ponies as a

change from time to time, but it is just as well

to use the oats and hay combination, unless you

are experienced. Do not forget to give him his

food regularly, three times a day. All animals

need to keep regular hours.

Groom your pony well when you bring him in

from work. If he is very hot, have his collar or

saddle on for a few moments so that the heated

parts will cool gradually. Do not wash any part

of him until he is thoroughly cool and be sure

you rub him dry afterwards. Usually a good

stiff brushing and currying will keep him clean.

The front of his hoofs should be washed, how-

ever, and all dirt removed from the inside of his

hoofs as soon as he comes in.

Take your pet to the blacksmith's once in six

weeks and have his shoes refitted. Usually that

is often enough.

If your pony seems out of condition, or sick

or lame, or if he hurts himself, send for a veter-

inary doctor.

A pony is too valuable a friend to be neglected,

and he is too difficult to care for when sick to be

left to inexperienced hands.
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THE GOAT

Capricious and caper both come from the

Latin word for goat. And there is a reason for

it. A happy normal goat is a most playful crea-

ture and also full of fancies.

He is strong and willing and gentle when

properly trained, and a useful pet. The

Angora goat is more beautiful than the common

goat, is less given to rambling and does not get

over fences so easily. But his long hair is

harder to keep clean and he is more expensive.

Most people have common goats as pets.

A "neuter" goat is the best to get for driving

or riding. The "billy" goat has many un-

pleasant features and the female is so useful as

a milk giver that it seems a pity to drive her.

If you can, it is better to keep your goat out

of doors during the summer. An adult goat can

come out in April or May and stay out until Sep-

tember or October, except at nights. Goats re-

quire a comfortable place free from draughts

to sleep in. The goat house can be made of any-

thing from a stall to a large chicken house. The

goat must have room to lie down and stretch

himself, must not face the light and must have

some sort of bedding.

The straw or hay or whatever you use must be
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cleaned out from day to day and fresh put in

when needed. It is better to have the sides of

the stall, if he is in one, so high that he cannot

see over the top or climb over. It is surpris-

ing how high a fence a goat can scramble over.

A goat is very fearless but dislikes dogs. He

is usually gentle if gently treated. If he is

young when you get him you must begin right

away to get him used to being tied and led. A

very young kid should not be tied except when

he is being trained. Half an hour a day is long

enough for his lesson and you must not try to

get him trained in less than six weeks. Do not

hit him or shout at him,-no animal will become

friendly and trustworthy if you are rough.

They will be rough too. A well-trained goat

does not need an iron bit. If you have to use

one, a snaffle is all that is necessary.

His harness should fit him, just as your pony's

harness had to be made to fit him. Don't think

"anything will do for a goat," and then expect

to have a happy pet. A neck collar that opens

on top is the best kind to get. It is easier to

put on than the kind that slips over the head.

The harness should be dried wherever the goat's

sweat has dampened it, and the whole harness

be oiled frequently.

A high-wheeled cart or four-wheeler with high
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wheels is better than a low vehicle. It is easier

to pull. Most goat wagons are too heavy. A

proper wagon should be very light indeed. Of

course it must be of the kind made for goats.

A goat must be protected from cold and from

heavy rain. When he is tied, or tethered in

the fields, he should have a shelter within reach,

unless you can be sure that someone will be at

hand to take him in, in case of storm. He

should also be protected from the mid-day sun

in hot weather. If he has no tree or shelter to

get under, you must take him in.

The best way to tether him is as follows :

drive an iron stake into the ground and drive

it in deep ; have a ring on this that is large

enough to move around easily. Your stake

should have a flat top that will prevent the ring

from slipping off. A long but very light steel

chain should be attached to this ring, at one end,

the other end to the goat's collar. The steel

tether is better than a rope which would soon

wear out or be eaten by the goat in an odd mo-

ment of playfulness. The effect of the ring is

to allow the goat more freedom in moving about.

He needs lots of room and frequent change of

grazing places . He dislikes anything that

seems monotonous.

Take care, in tethering him, that no small
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trees which you wish to preserve, or shrubs or

flowers, are within his reach. He dearly loves

to get up on his back legs and chew off the tender

shoots and bark of young trees. Another way

of tethering is often used for dogs also. Fasten

a long stout wire cable at both ends so that it

will be stretched parallel to the ground and

about five feet from it. Put your ring on this

and fasten your chain to it. This gives less

freedom in grazing but also less freedom for

mischief.

A goat out of doors should be given as much

water as if he were in his stall. He is a thirsty

animal.

When he is out of doors grazing, he needs only

two "hand-fed" meals a day, one early in the

morning and one when he comes in. This

should be of crushed oats, maize or some other

grain, with hay. Four meals is best when he is

stalled, if you can remember and if you can take

the time. A goat needs about a quart of grain

a day, but goats ' appetites vary. Six, ten, four,

and eight o'clock are good meal hours. The

mid-day meals should be light and be chiefly of

roots or greens. The goat will eat almost any-

thing in the shape of hay and greens, but he is

especially fond of cabbage and of sunflower

seeds. The buckets or tubs in which you give
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grain or water must be kept clean and often

washed. The rick in which he has his hay or

greens is not so important. The ground on

which you tether your goats gets " sick" as they

call it, once in a while, even if you change his

grazing place, unless you have a very large field.

It is a good plan to keep him in his stable for a

day or so occasionally in summer.

A goat should be kept quite as clean as a pony.

The morning is a good time to groom him.

Sometimes his skin is quite tender, much more so

than your pony friend, so be careful until you

know his sensitive places. Begin at the head

and go downward. His hoofs should be trimmed

by a competent man, whenever they seem to get

too long. A goat that is driven much or that is

out in a rough pasture does not need it as often

as a goat that is kept in a stall.

If your goat seems to be sick, send for a doc

tor ! If he has a cold, his food should be

warmed and gruel or boiled rice or mashes given

him. If he has diarrhea give him gruel or

boiled rice with skimmed milk, hay wetted with

a little water and salt. Stop all greens, and, of

course, keep him safe and warm in his stall. If

he is constipated give him plenty of greens, bran

mashes and, if necessary, 1/2 oz . of epsom salts.

But if he does not feel better at once, send for

someone who knows.
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GOLD FISHES

Little golden fishes

Darting to and fro,

Every youngster wishes

He could learn to know

How to move his hands and feet

Like your fins so strong and fleet.

How you rush and tumble

When it's time to eat ;

How the turtles grumble

If you steal their meat ;

Don't you love the polliwogs

As they blink 'neath sunny logs?

I must not forget to

Keep your water clean ;

Nor let Kitty get you

For she's very mean,

And she dearly loves a fish,

But not quite as you would wish.
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THE AQUARIUM

Gold fish and silver fish, small turtles, tad-

poles, newts and snails, all live happily to-

gether and are good companions. They must

have plenty of room and plenty of water to live

in. A large square aquarium is the best, but

there are good things about the glass globe in

which many people keep fish pets. The globes

are all of glass, so that you can be sure there

will be no iron rust and no joints to get leaky,

but the globe must be a big one ; every fish must

have half a gallon of water to live in and the other

beasties almost as much.

Fishes are friendly souls and like company, so

don't keep one alone. The best water for your

aquarium is spring water. Do not use cistern

or boiled water or salt water. If you have

water plants in your aquarium you will not

need to change the water oftener than twice a

year. If you have no plants you must dip out

two or three cupfuls of water once a week and

put in fresh. But it is better and prettier to

keep the plants . Put some good clean sand at the

bottom and then a fewplants. You can get these

at a fish storeusually ; some you can find yourself.

The Caboma or Aquaria moss grows in swamps

in many parts of the United States. Duck
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weed, or semma is often found floating in ponds.

The sagitaria grows in the eastern part of the

United States. Then there are the ludwigia and

the umbrella plant. Any of these is good.

They keep the water pure and help your fish

pets in many ways.

If you have a big aquarium, it is fun to have

some rocks or an aquarium castle in it for the fish

to play about. Let a point of rock stand above

the water for Mr. Turtle and his friend the

newt to climb on.

When you have the home ready, get your fish

and other small beasts. There are several kinds

of gold fish-some are very pretty indeed ; the

gold fish proper, the silver fish, the pearl fish,

the japanese fantail or fringe tail and so forth.

The paradise fish is very beautiful but should

not be kept with gold fish.

Tadpoles, newts and snails all help to keep

the aquarium in good condition, and small

turtles are great fun to watch. All these odd

fellows like a bit of scraped raw beef, insects

or earth worms ; turtles like bread, but they can-

not have it in the aquarium for it is bad for

fish. You can take Mr. Turtle out and give it

to him outside, however. The prepared fish food

is what fishes need and must have. It is made

of rice flour and you can buy it at any fish or
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bird store. Each fish can have a piece a little

less than an inch square for his daily allowance.

The morning is the best time to give it and once

a day is enough. In the winter, if the aquarium

is in a cool place, he will not need so much. Be

sure he gets it himself and see that the turtles

and newts don't gobble it up. A bit of raw

beef for the fish to nibble at can be hung from

a string once in a while and removed before it

dirties the water too much.

A few flies dropped on the water are good

for all the aquarium family.

One of the most amusing things to do if you

have an aquarium is to get frogs ' eggs in the

spring and watch them hatch out in the water.

The tadpoles are very funny fellows and are

just the thing to have with your fishes. They

will need no food until they have eaten the jelly-

like substance which surrounded the eggs. Put

a piece of a tree branch into the water for them

to kick their growing legs against. But take

them out before they become frogs.

In stocking your aquarium, remember that

big fish eat little ones, so keep them in separate

globes.

Fishes have a great many diseases. A salt

water bath is about the only thing that you

would be able to use in trying to help your pets.
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If one of your fishes is sick, swims near the sur-

face of the water with his nose out, and is slug-

gish and has poor color, take him quickly out of

the tank and put him at once in a salt bath. Use

a teaspoonful of salt to each quart of water.

He will stand this for about two minutes. Then

you must take him out and put him in a weaker

bath, say a teaspoonful of salt to a gallon or

four quarts of water. He should be bathed

every day in the strong solution until he is well

and must be kept in a tank of fresh water by

himself.

If your fish have the itch, which is caused by

insects, you must clean your aquarium care-

fully and wipe your fish gently with a very soft

cloth before putting them back. Of course

you know that fish must be kept in water all

the time or they will die. Always have another

bowl of water to put them in when you are

changing the water in the aquarium.

Sometimes your fish seem to be gasping for

breath. This may be because you have too

many fish for the amount of water. They can-

not get enough air to keep them alive. You

can help them by dipping out some of the water

in a cup and pouring it back from a height.

Do this several times and a lot of air will get



WHEN MOTHER LETS US KEEP PETS 95

into the water. But you must take out some of

the fish or get a larger aquarium.

Fish do not like heat. The water should be

kept from fifty to seventy degrees in tempera-

ture. Do not keep your fish where the sun

shines. In winter or early summer mornings

you may put the aquarium in a sunny place

for a little change. But fish like shady pools

and are not healthy where it is warm.

Bad air kills fish very quickly. Fresh paint

in a room or lamps or gas burning in it for some

time make bad air and may kill your pets .

They need plenty of cool fresh air and very little

food to keep them healthy.

A rubber tube about a yard long is a good

thing to have for syphoning out your water,

when it is necessary. Keep a dip net for taking

fish out or removing things from the aquarium.

Fish should not be handled. But they are de-

lightful pets and an aquarium is an extremely

healthy thing to have about. In fact fishes are

perhaps the cleanest and most attractive house-

pets that a child can have.
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LITTLE WILD THINGS

In the fields, in the trees, in the grass, in the

wood,

Live lots of small beasts, who'd be friends if we

would.

I wish they could know that we're just friendly

boys ;

Perhaps they will learn if we don't make much

noise,

Or jump at them quickly, or chase them in play

Which might seem like hunting and scare them

away.

It's such fun to see them come snooping around,

And prick up their ears at the littlest sound

And then they move nearer to eat frommy hand ;

How fellows can kill them I don't understand.
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LITTLE WILD THINGS

All the fields and all the trees are full of little

animals who want to be friendly. You call

them wild because they run away when you try

to catch them. They want to be friends, not

prisoners. You must let them get used to you,

and they will come to you ; but even then they

won't want you to force them into your house.

You wouldn't like to have the friendliest bear

try to make you go into his cave!

There are two things to remember when you

are trying to tame or make friends with small

out-of-door animals. Don't make any sudden

quick motion, and don't make a loud noise.

Both of these things remind the little fellows

of guns and traps and all sorts of fearful things

and they will immediately run away. An

animal's ears are very sensitive. He often de-

pends on his hearing to warn him of a distant

enemy. He hears sounds that you cannot hear,

so a big noise alarms him very much.

Ifyou live in the city you will not have much

chance to make small animal friends. But if

you live in the country you can have numberless

ones. The trees about your house will be full

of birds, if you do not have a cat to chase them

away. Put strings and straws and cotton where
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they can be found in the spring and maybe a

pair of robins will build a nest near your win-

dow.

Do not forget in winter to put crumbs out for

any little fellow who has not gone south ; and

if you hang a piece of bacon on a tree you will

have a whole parliament of birds. You can often

get birds to make their nests near your house if

you make little bird houses and fasten them in

the trees. One thing to remember is that spar-

rows do not fly directly into their nests but alight

first, so do not have any platform on your bird

house, unless you want sparrows. A very easy

way to make a home for the birds is to take a

flower pot and fasten it to a board. You can

do this by setting the large end of the flower

pot against the board and then nailing three or

four cleats to this board so that they will hold

it. If the cleats are made so that they will slant

towards each other, on the same lines as the

flower pot, they will keep it secure and firm.

Knock out the bottom of the flower pot and nail

the board to a tree, as high as possible, among

the branches. The chances are some enterpris-

ing couple will settle in it and raise a jolly fam-

ily.

Squirrels will get very tame if you put nuts

out for them and coax them a bit.
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Sometimes you can make friends with a shy

little chipmunk.

If there is a stream near your house, you will

find little brook fishes great fun as friends. If

you throw bread and bits of meat to them they

will swim up joyfully and even nibble at your

toes when you go wading.

In some streams you will find small turtles.

They are rather stupid fellows but will at least

come to be fed when they get to know you.

It is fun to catch a caterpillar and watch him

in the long strange change that makes him turn

into a butterfly. Keep him in a box with holes

for air and feed him well with green leaves.

Get the kind you found him on and Mr. Cater-

pillar will be happy. A few drops of water on

the leaf will give him all the drink he wants. A

caterpillar does not make a very intelligent pet,

but it is rather good fun to see him crawl about

his box and eat his " salad." After a while

he will spin a strange sort of bag bed for him-

self and in this he will lie all snug and warm

until he is ready to creep out with folded wings

from his tight casing.

wings and test them.

Watch him spread those

Then open his box and he

will fly away, far, far away to join all the other

beautiful butterfly creatures in the fields. Do
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not try to keep him a prisoner. He is pure

spirit and must have all the air to enjoy.

I knew a butterfly once who had been hatched

in the house and never left it. He lived in a

big bouquet of flowers on the dining-room table

and seemed very happy. The girl who lived in

the house used to put sugar water on her finger

and he would fly up and light there. It was

very pretty to see and good fun for the little girl

to have the beautiful fellow on her hand. She

did not touch him, though, for that would have

destroyed the soft down on his wings and he

would never have been able to fly so well again.

Even stupid old toads and lively frogs will

like to be fed by you, once they know you will

not hurt them or imprison them. They like to

eat flies and insects of all kinds.

These are only a few of the wild creatures who

you can get to know. You may live in a place,

or spend a summer where there are many, many

others. You may make friends with a wood-

chuck, a beaver, or a large lake fish. You may

find a bear cub or be presented with a baby vul-

ture. Sometimes you have to choose between

your wild friends and the family cat. It is more

than likely that she will chase them away or

even kill them.

Remember to be quiet and move quietly when
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you are with your out-of-door pets. Watch

them carefully at work and at play. Sit in the

woods or fields without stirring and try to dis-

tinguish the different voices of your friends.

Learn to know the prints of their feet in the mud

or snow, and leave your gun and your pistol on

the topmost shelf of your closet. A camera is

the only weapon to use when you are study-

ing the ways of, or making friends with, the

little wild things of fields and wood.

A bird friend singing in the tree is worth

far more than three stuffed, and set up in
your

cabinet.
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