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Illinois – Outdoor Explorer
Natural areas such as parks, refuges, and forests are a great way to explore a state. From natural 
species to geography, you can learn a lot by exploring outdoors.

The list below is broken up into different types to make it easier to review.

[Illinois]

National Parks
•	 N/A 

State Parks
•	 Adeline Jay Geo Karis Illinois Beach State Park, Zion, IL 
•	 Apple River Canyon State Park, Apple River, IL 
•	 Argyle Lake State Park, Colchester Township, IL 
•	 Beaver Dam State Park, Royal Lakes, IL 
•	 Big River State Park, Oquawka Township, IL 
•	 Buffalo Rock State Park, Ottawa, IL 
•	 Castle Rock State Park, Oregon, IL 
•	 Cave-In-Rock State Park, Cave-In-Rock, IL 
•	 Chain O’ Lakes State Park, Spring Grove, IL 
•	 Channahon State Park, Channahon, IL 
•	 Delabar State Park, Oquawka, IL 
•	 Eagle Creek State Park, Findlay, IL 
•	 Ferne Clyffe State Park, Goreville, IL 
•	 Fort Defiance State Park, Cairo, IL 
•	 Fort Massac State Park, Metropolis, IL 
•	 Fox Ridge State Park, Charleston, IL 
•	 Gebhard Woods State Park, Morris, IL 
•	 Giant City State Park, Makanda, IL 
•	 Horseshoe Lake State Park, Granite City, IL 
•	 Jubilee College State Park, Brimfield, IL 
•	 Kankakee River State Park, Bourbonnais, IL 
•	 Lake Murphysboro State Park, Murphysboro, IL 
•	 Lincoln Trail State Park, Marshall, IL 
•	 Lincoln Trail Homestead State Park, Mt. Zion IL 
•	 Lowden State Park, Oregon, IL 
•	 Matthiessen State Park, Oglesby, IL 
•	 Mississippi Palisades State Park, Savanna, IL 
•	 Moraine Hills State Park, McHenry, IL 
•	 Morrison Rockwood State Park, Morrison, IL 
•	 Pere Marquette State Park, Grafton, IL 
•	 Prophetstown State Park, Prophetstown, IL 
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•	 Red Hills State Park, Sumner, IL 
•	 Rock Cut State Park, Caledonia, IL
•	 Rock Island Trail State Park, Wyoming, IL 
•	 Sangchris Lake State Park, Rochester, IL 
•	 Siloam Springs State Park, Clayton, IL 
•	 Walnut Point State Park, Oakland, IL 
•	 Weldon Springs State Park, Clinton, IL 
•	 White Pines Forest State Park, Mt Morris, IL 
•	 William G. Stratton State Park, Morris, IL 
•	 Wolf Creek State Park, Windsor, IL 

Wildlife Refuge
•	 Chautauqua National Wildlife Refuge
•	 Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge
•	 Cypress Creek National Wildlife Refuge
•	 Emiquon National Wildlife Refuge
•	 Hackmatack National Wildlife Refuge
•	 Kankakee National Wildlife Refuge and Conservation Area
•	 Meredosia National Wildlife Refuge
•	 Middle Mississippi River National Wildlife Refuge
•	 Two Rivers National Wildlife Refuge

National Forests
•	 Shawnee National Forest – 273,482 acres

Check out larajla’s Enrichment Project to start your own adventure.
Membership is free to download badge programs and basic supplements.


