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California – Outdoor Explorer
Natural areas such as parks, refuges, and forests are a great way to explore a state. From natural 
species to geography, you can learn a lot by exploring outdoors.

The list below is broken up into different types to make it easier to review.

[California]

National Parks
• Channel Islands National Park, California
• Death Valley National Park, California and Nevada
• Joshua Tree National Park, California
• Kings Canyon National Park, California
• Lassen Volcanic National Park, California
• Pinnacles National Park, California
• Redwood National Park, California
• Sequoia National Park, California
• Yosemite National Park, California 

State Parks
• Ahjumawi Lava Springs State Park, McArthur, CA 
• Anderson Marsh State Historic Park, Lower Lake, CA 
• Andrew Molera State Park, Big Sur, CA 
• Angel Island State Park, Tiburon, CA 
• Ano Nuevo State Park, Pescadero, CA 
• Antelope Valley Indian Museum State Historic Park, Lancaster, CA 
• Anza-Borrego Desert State Park, Borrego Springs, CA 
• Arthur B. Ripley Desert Woodland State Park, Lancaster, CA 
• Bale Grist Mill State Historic Park, St Helena, CA 
• Benicia Capitol State Historic Park, Benicia, CA 
• Bidwell Mansion State Historic Park, Chico, CA 
• Bidwell-Sacramento River State Park, Chico, CA 
• Big Basin Redwoods State Park, Boulder Creek, CA 
• Bodie State Historic Park, Bridgeport, CA 
• Border Field State Park, San Diego, CA 
• Bothe-Napa Valley State Park, Calistoga, CA 
• Burton Creek State Park, Tahoe City, CA
• Butano State Park, Pescadero, CA 
• Calaveras Big Trees State Park, Arnold, CA 
• California Citrus State Historic Park, Riverside, CA 
• Cambria State Marine Park, Cambria, CA 
• Castle Crags State Park, Castella, CA 
• Castle Rock State Park, Los Gatos, CA 
• Caswell Memorial State Park, Ripon, CA 
• China Camp State Park, San Rafael, CA 
• Chino Hills State Park, Chino Hills, CA 
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• Chumash Painted Cave State Historic Park, Santa Barbara, CA 
• Clear Lake State Park, Kelseyville, CA 
• Colonel Allensworth State Historic Park, Earlimart, CA 
• Columbia State Historic Park, Columbia, CA 
• Crystal Cove State Park, Laguna Beach, CA 
• Cuyamaca Rancho State Park, Julian, CA 
• D. L. Bliss State Park, South Lake Tahoe, CA 
• Del Norte Coast Redwoods State Park, Crescent City, CA 
• Donner Memorial State Park, Truckee, CA 
• Ed Z’berg Sugar Pine Point State Park, Tahoma, CA 
• Emerald Bay State Park, South Lake Tahoe, CA 
• Empire Mine State Historic Park, Grass Valley, CA 
• Estero Bluffs State Park, San Simeon, CA 
• Folsom Powerhouse State Historic Park, Folsom, CA 
• Fort Humboldt State Historic Park, Eureka, CA 
• Fort Ord Dunes State Park, Marina, CA 
• Fort Ross State Historic Park, Jenner, CA 
• Fort Tejon State Historic Park, Lebec, CA 
• Fremont Peak State Park, San Juan Bautista, CA 
• Garrapata State Park, Carmel-By-The-Sea, CA 
• Gaviota State Park, Gaviota, CA 
• Governor’s Mansion State Historic Park, Sacramento, CA 
• Great Valley Grasslands State Park, Stevinson, CA 
• Grizzly Creek Redwoods State Park, Carlotta, CA 
• Grover Hot Springs State Park, Markleeville, CA 
• Harmony Headlands State Park, Cayucos, CA 
• Hearst San Simeon State Park, Cambria, CA 
• Hendy Woods State Park, Philo, CA 
• Henry Cowell Redwoods State Park, Felton, CA 
• Henry W. Coe State Park, Morgan Hill, CA 
• Humboldt Lagoons State Park, Trinidad, CA 
• Humboldt Redwoods State Park, Weott, CA 
• Indian Grinding Rock State Historic Park, Pine Grove, CA 
• Jedediah Smith Redwoods State Park, Crescent City, CA 
• Julia Pfeiffer Burns State Park, Big Sur, CA 
• La Purísima Mission State Historic Park, Lompoc, CA 
• Leland Stanford Mansion State Historic Park, Sacramento, CA 
• Leo Carrillo State Park, Malibu, CA 
• Limekiln State Park, Big Sur, CA 
• Los Angeles State Historic Park, Los Angeles, CA 
• Los Encinos State Historic Park, Encino, CA 
• MacKerricher State Park, Fort Bragg, CA 
• Malakoff Diggins State Historic Park, Nevada City, CA 
• Malibu Creek State Park, Calabasas, CA 
• Manchester State Park, Manchester, CA
• Marconi Conference Center State Historic Park, Marshall, CA 
• Marina State Beach, Marina, CA 
• Marsh Creek State Park,  State Historic Park, Brentwood, CA 
• Marshall Gold Discovery State Historic Park, Coloma, CA 
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• McArthur-Burney Falls Memorial State Park, Burney, CA 
• Mendocino Headlands State Park, Mendocino, CA 
• Mendocino Woodlands State Park, Fort Bragg, CA 
• Montaña de Oro State Park, Los Osos, CA 
• Monterey State Historic Park, Monterey, CA 
• Morro Bay State Park, Morro Bay, CA 
• Mount Diablo State Park, Walnut Creek, CA 
• Mount San Jacinto State Park, Idyllwild-Pine Cove, CA 
• Mount Tamalpais State Park, Mill Valley, CA 
• Navarro River Redwoods State Park, Elk, CA 
• Old Sacramento State Historic Park, Sacramento, CA 
• Old Town San Diego State Historic Park, San Diego, CA 
• Olompali State Historic Park, Novato, CA 
• Pacheco State Park, Hollister, CA 
• Palomar Mountain State Park, Palomar Mountain, CA 
• Patrick’s Point State Park, Trinidad, CA 
• Petaluma Adobe State Historic Park, Petaluma, CA 
• Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park, Big Sur, CA 
• Pigeon Point Light Station State Historic Park, Pescadero, CA 
• Pio Pico State Historic Park, Whittier, CA 
• Placerita Canyon State Park, Newhall, CA 
• Plumas-Eureka State Park, Blairsden, CA 
• Point Cabrillo Light Station State Historic Park, Mendocino, CA 
• Point Mugu State Park, Malibu, CA 
• Point Sur State Historic Park, Monterey, CA 
• Portola Redwoods State Park, La Honda, CA 
• Prairie Creek Redwoods State Park, Orick, CA 
• Railtown 1897 State Historic Park, Jamestown, CA 
• Red Rock Canyon State Park, Cantil, CA 
• Richardson Grove State Park, Garberville, CA 
• Robert Louis Stevenson State Park, Calistoga, CA 
• Russian Gulch State Park, Mendocino, CA 
• Saddleback Butte State Park, Lancaster, CA 
• Salt Point State Park, Jenner, CA 
• Samuel P. Taylor State Park, Lagunitas, CA 
• San Bruno Mountain State Park, Brisbane, CA 
• San Juan Bautista State Historic Park, San Juan Bautista, CA 
• San Pasqual Battlefield State Historic Park, Escondido, CA 
• Santa Cruz Mission State Historic Park, Santa Cruz, CA 
• Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park, Chatsworth, CA 
• Shasta State Historic Park, Redding, CA 
• Sinkyone Wilderness State Park, Garberville, CA 
• Sonoma State Historic Park, Sonoma, CA 
• Sonoma Coast State Park, Bodega Bay, CA 
• South Yuba River State Park, Penn Valley, CA 
• State Indian Museum State Historic Park, Sacramento, CA 
• Sugarloaf Ridge State Park, Kenwood, CA 
• Sutter Buttes State Park, Yuba City, CA 
• Sutter’s Fort State Historic Park, Sacramento, CA 
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• The Forest of Nisene Marks State Park, Aptos, CA 
• Tolowa Dunes State Park, Crescent City, CA 
• Tomales Bay State Park, Inverness, CA 
• Tomo-Kahni State Historic Park, Tehachapi, CA 
• Topanga State Park, Topanga, CA 
• Trione-Annadel State Park, Santa Rosa, CA 
• Van Damme State Park, Little River, CA
• Washoe Meadows State Park, South Lake Tahoe, CA 
• Wassama Round House State Historic Park, Ahwahnee, CA 
• Watts Towers of Simon Rodia State Historic Park, Los Angeles, CA 
• Weaverville Joss House State Historic Park, Weaverville, CA 
• Wilder Ranch State Park, Santa Cruz, CA 
• Will Rogers State Historic Park, Pacific Palisades, CA 
• William B. Ide Adobe State Historic Park, Red Bluff, CA 
• Woodland Opera House State Historic Park, Woodland, CA
• 

Wildlife Refuge
• Antioch Dunes National Wildlife Refuge
• Bitter Creek National Wildlife Refuge
• Blue Ridge National Wildlife Refuge
• Butte Sink Wildlife Management Area
• Castle Rock National Wildlife Refuge
• Clear Lake National Wildlife Refuge
• Coachella Valley National Wildlife Refuge
• Colusa National Wildlife Refuge
• Delevan National Wildlife Refuge
• Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge
• Ellicott Slough National Wildlife Refuge
• Farallon National Wildlife Refuge
• Grasslands Wildlife Management Area
• Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes National Wildlife Refuge
• Hopper Mountain National Wildlife Refuge
• Humboldt Bay National Wildlife Refuge *Lanphere Dunes
• Kern National Wildlife Refuge
• Lower Klamath National Wildlife Refuge
• Marin Islands National Wildlife Refuge
• Merced National Wildlife Refuge
• Modoc National Wildlife Refuge
• North Central Valley Wildlife Management Area
• Pixley National Wildlife Refuge
• Sacramento National Wildlife Refuge
• Sacramento River National Wildlife Refuge
• Salinas River National Wildlife Refuge
• San Diego Bay National Wildlife Refuge
• San Diego National Wildlife Refuge
• San Joaquin River National Wildlife Refuge
• San Luis National Wildlife Refuge .... Merced County
• San Pablo Bay National Wildlife Refuge
• Seal Beach National Wildlife Refuge
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• Sonny Bono Salton Sea National Wildlife Refuge
• Stone Lakes National Wildlife Refuge
• Sutter National Wildlife Refuge
• Tijuana Slough National Wildlife Refuge
• Tule Lake National Wildlife Refuge
• Willow Creek-Lurline Wildlife Management Area

National Forests
• Angeles National Forest – 661,565 acres
• Cleveland National Forest – 425,580 acres
• Eldorado National Forest – 695,043 acres – (CA & NV – 695,098 total acres)
• Inyo National Forest – 1,843,820 acres – (CA & NV – 1,957,264 total acres)
• Klamath National Forest – 1,645,640 acres – (CA & OR – 1,672,442 total acres)
• Lassen National Forest – 1,066,027 acres
• Los Padres National Forest – 1,772,237 acres
• Mendocino National Forest – 915,532 acres
• Modoc National Forest – 1,680,405 acres
• Plumas National Forest – 1,189,554 acres
• Rogue River National Forest – 51,464 acres – (CA & OR – 628,976 total acres)
• San Bernardino National Forest – 678,980 acres
• Sequoia National Forest – 1,129,240 acres
• Shasta National Forest – 1,172,467 acres
• Sierra National Forest – 1,311,231 acres
• Siskiyou National Forest – 31,542 acres – (CA & OR – 1,089,918 total acres)
• Six Rivers National Forest – 977,090 acres
• Stanislaus National Forest – 899,427 acres
• Tahoe National Forest – 872,981 acres
• Toiyabe National Forest – 644,087 acres – (CA & NV – 3889,856 total acres)
• Trinity National Forest – 1,056,819 acres

Check out larajla’s Enrichment Project to start your own adventure.
Membership is free to download badge programs and basic supplements.


