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Simple Ornaments All Around

Try one or more of the ornaments described.
Remember, go beyond Christmas. You can have
ornament fun all year long.

Share your creations
with your family and friends.

Simple Ornaments

Hand / Finger Prints

Mix up a dough and make hand or finger print prints as
a keepsake ornament. Don't forget the pets here ... a
paw print for our four-legged friends works as well as a
hand print for people. Be sure to keep the clay as thin
as possible because you don’t want your ornament to
weigh too much. You can press into the clay or use a
paint on the hand or paw.

For spring, we have “thumb bunnies.” Basically, make a
thumbprint and then add ears and tails if it's a behind
view and ears and facial features if it's a fun view. Look,
you're already working outside of the “Christmas” mind
set. Check out Ed Emberley for some inspiration for
other finger critters you can make.




Time to Craft!

Small craft projects are a great way to break up a
boring day. You can use items from around your house,
dig through your unused craft scraps or even take a
trip to the local craft store for supplies. Ornaments are
typically thought of as something to decorate a tree
for Christmas. However, you can make them as year-
round decorations. Display them in garland, an advent
calendar, create a mobile or even decorate a tree.

I'm stopping here because this zine is about making
ornaments, not displaying them.

Our current “Christmas” tree is a lighted tree that looks
like it has flowers on it ... more of a sakura tree than a
pine tree. The branches are very stark. We use it all year
and put seasonal and other holiday ornaments on it
throughout the year. Who says you have to have a pine
tree for your main decoration?

Recycled Toys

My mom wanted to do a Disney-themed Christmas
tree. Starting from scratch, she knew it would be

very expensive. Instead, she collected all the Disney
figurines our kids no longer played with and put eye-
hooks into the top of their heads. If a character was
missing from the set, it didn’t matter. And, you guessed
it, instant ornaments. These are great because even
when the dogs accidentally knock them on the floor,
they’re not going to break. Chewed up ... well, that's
another story.

So, go take a trip into the toybox. Anything that you
can use? Any characters that you can put eye-hooks
into will work. You might even get to hear a few stories
when people see your ornaments.

TIP: After screwing in the eye-hook, take it back out. Put
a drop of glue on it and put it back in. This will keep it
together better than just the screw itself.

Giving as gifts? Make a list!

Jot Down Any Ideas You've Had!




Design Your Own

Designing your own ornaments can be even more fun
that following someone else’s directions . .. even if
they are simple.

Start by looking through the craft supplies and other
items we've mentioned to create your own ornaments.
If you don’t have something, brainstorm items you do
have that you can substitute.

As you create your own masterpiece, either note down
the steps or take pictures as you go. This will give you
something to reference if you decide you want to make
more. Yes, you can skip this. However, I've found that |
spend more time trying to recreate things than creating
them in the first place.

Container for
Filled Ball

Ornaments
I've been discussing filling

ball ornaments. However,
you can substitute any jar
or container with a lid that you can hang as a ball
ornament. This might be old spice jars, baby food
jars, purchased shapes from a craft store, bath supply
containers or any other container.

So, it needs to be ...
+ Clear with all labels / adhesive removed
- Sealable, temporarily or permanently

Depending on the lid, you may want to cover it with
ribbon, lace, fabric, paint or other material. Since there
are so many possibilities, I'm not going to go into how
to prepare the surface, glues to use, etc. You have the
Internet. Use it!

magne

+ Crafted miniature items

+ Doily

+ Dried flower petals

+ Dried herbs

+ Fabric piece

» Faux greenery

* Faux snow

+ Feather(s)

+ Fuse beads

+ Graduation tassel

+ Jingle bells (small)

+ LEGOs — shapes or loose pieces
* Memory notes

+ Miniature ornaments

* Moss

+ Office supplies

» Old book pages

+ Origami shape(s)

+ Paper - gift wrap, cellophane, strips, etc.
- Pebbles or small gravel

- Photos

+ Pinecones and branch (small)
+ Pom-pom(s)

+ Ribbon

» Rubber bracelets

- Sea glass

+ Sequins

+ Sheet music



Filled Ball Ornaments

Filling a clear ball ornament with items is another
simple ornament you can make. If the item you're
adding is heavy, you may choose to use plastic instead
of glass. The glass ornaments are very fragile. I've
broken enough to know.

Be sure to clean your ball ornament before you start
filling it. Residue from processing, packaging and
shipping can make the ornament dull. If you choose a
plastic ornament with two halves to put together, cover
the seam with a cool ribbon.

To help you out, here’s a short list of items that you
might fill your ornament with.

 Baby’s breath

+ Beach scene

+ Beads and wire

+ Beads only

« Birch bark

+ Buttons

« Charm dangling in center

+ Chenille stems

« Christmas bows

+ Confetti

+ Cotton balls

Decorated Ball Ornaments

So, we've looked at filling them, now let’s look at
decorating them. You can use paint, ink, glitter, melted
crayon or just about anything on the inside to coat the
inside of the ornament. This is great to color-match
your theme.

You can also decorate the outside. Some things to
consider include:
+ Broken, reflective CD or DVD
-+ Decoupage image or photo
« Paint creatures or scenes
« Randomly cover with paper
 Rub on letters / images
« Ribbon wrap
* Rubber stamp
+ Stencil
+ Twine / string wrap
+ Yarn wrap
+ Zendoodle

Combined with a “fill”, you can even add more variety.
For example, adding painted fish to your beach scene
inside gives your ball ornament even more character.

+ Shells

- Specialty knots

- String, twine, etc.
+ SWAPs

+ Tinsel

- Vintage jewelry
+ Winter scene

NOTE: While items like popcorn may seem cool,
remember the critters in your house that are looking
for food when your ornaments are packed away.

Still Christmas?

| know you're thinking about your Christmas tree and
following that theme. Stop. Right now.

Push yourself to think outside this use of ornaments.

A piece of driftwood featuring clear ornaments with
sand and shells might be a unique decor item for your
home. A thousand origami cranes in a mobile can do
more than grant a wish. Keepsakes can be put into
ornaments and then a bowl on your table as a way to
share your family stories. Got it? Good!



